
 
Senior Life Project:  

Frequently Asked Questions for Mentors 
 
 

❖ What is the Senior Life Project? 
➢ The Senior Life Project (SLP) is an opportunity for seniors to look beyond high school to their futures, 

connecting their learning from Life School to a topic where they can apply their passions. A student may choose 
to explore their potential career field, a community service venture, or other opportunities approved by the SLP 
Committee. 

 
❖ What is required of students completing a Senior Life Project? 

➢ Seniors are expected to spend their school year working on the Senior Life Project. In class, they create a 
proposal for project approval (1st 9 weeks), write a research paper on their topic (2nd 9 weeks), work to 
complete a product (3rd 9 weeks), and present their project to a panel of judges (4th 9 weeks). Outside of class, 
students are expected to work with a mentor and complete their product independently or in collaboration with 
their mentor. 

 
❖ What is a product? 

➢ Seniors are required to create some evidence of their transformative learning experience over the year. For 
instance, a student interested in video game design can learn how to code and create a simple video game as his 
product. A student interested in the medical field can complete volunteer hours with a hospital. Products are 
defined by the student in coordination with the SLP Director, as students are encouraged to choose a product 
that is meaningful and challenging to their learning experience. 

 
❖ What does a mentor do? 

➢ A mentor works with seniors to provide insight on the career field that students choose to explore. They might 
also be an inspirational figure in the student’s life who pushes them to reach their potential. In the first semester, 
students are asked to interview their mentor to gain insight for their research papers (by phone, email, or 
in-person). In the second semester, the student and mentor may decide how they will spend their time: a student 
could shadow their mentor, work for them in an internship or volunteer capacity, or seek assistance or advice 
from the mentor on the creation/completion of their product. Although seniors are required to complete 20 
hours of work outside of class, a student and mentor decide how much of this time will be together. 

 
❖ I don’t have a lot of time to help a student. What should I do? 

➢ Although we hope that students can spend enough time with their mentor to make the relationship impactful, 
we understand that you have a busy life. We do not require a specific amount of time for the student and 
mentor to work together, but we do ask that you consider the availability you have before signing on. 

 
❖ I have more questions. Who should I contact? 

➢ Please feel free to email Ben Taylor, the Life High School Oak Cliff SLP Director, with any questions or 
concerns: benjamin.taylor@lifeschools.net.  
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